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PAGE 01 BERN 04633 141533Z 

50 

ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-06 ISO-00 EB-05 DRC-OI RSC-OI /0I4W 

123424 

P I4I5IOZNOV 73 

FM AMEMBASSY BERN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8396 

UNCLAS BERN 4633 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP XX SZ 

SUBJ: FOREIGN TRADERS INDEX - CONVERSION TO 1972 SIC CODES 
REE: STATE A-940I, A-7974, ET AL 

1. BERN EIRST LEARNED OE ISSUANCE OF 1972 SIC CODE BOOK IN 
STATE A-7974 OF SEPTEMBER 20. PER INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED 
THAT AIRGRAM, ORDERED COPIES FROM GPO SEPTEMBER 28 (OUR REF 
ORDER NO: 74/01). IN MEANWHILE, HAVE RECEIVED COPY OE 

1972 NUMERICAL LIST OF MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS. 

2. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH GPO IS THAT A MINIMUM OE THREE 
MONTHS, MORE OFTEN FOUR OR FIVE, ELAPSES BETWEEN ORDER 
AND DELIVERY DATES. ACCORDINGLY WE DO NOT EXPECT TO 
BE EQUIPPED TO CONVERT TO 1972 SIC CODE BASIS BEFORE 
EARLY NEXT YEAR, WITH LUCK. 

3. WE PROPOSE THEREFORE TO CONTINUE USING 1967 CODES IN 
SITUATIONS WHERE THE 1972 NUMERICAL LIST (WHICH IS NOT 
INDEXED) CANNOT BE EMPLOYED. IF STATE OR COMMERCE 
ABLE AIRPOUCH US EVEN ONE COPY 1972 SIC MANUAL, WE 
CAN CONVERT IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT. 

DAVIS 
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